
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty-Two: The Parable of the Sower & Others 
Texts: [image: image1.jpg]


Matthew 13:1-9; 13:10-16; 13:18-23; 13:24-30; 13:31-33; 13:36-43; 13:45-46; 13:47-52
T
he word parable literally refers to something which is “cast alongside” something else. A parable draws a comparison between something known in order to explain something unknown. Jesus taught many parables during His ministry. In this lesson we consider some He taught in His second year found in Matthew chapter thirteen.  
The Parable of the Sower (13:1-9; 18-23). This parable was one of the most important parables which Jesus taught. Jesus asked His disciples, Do you not understand this parable? How will you understand all the parables?” (Mark 4:13). It described “the kingdom of heaven.” This did not mean that it described what heaven was like, but the nature of following Him as a citizen of this kingdom. He compared it to a sower who scattered seed which fell on different kinds of ground. The type of ground determined the growth. Jesus did not always 
give an explanation of His 
parables, but this one He did. The seed is the message of the gospel. The types of ground are those who hear and follow it or not. All people can follow Jesus, but those with wicked hearts will not.   
The Parable of the Wheat and Tares (13:24-30; 36-43). Jesus compared the “kingdom of heaven” to a field in which an enemy planted “tares” (i.e. weeds) along with the wheat. At the harvest the good and bad were separated and the weeds were burned. Jesus said this described the judgment, when those who follow Satan will be judged and punished but the righteous saved. 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed (13:31-32). Jesus further compared the “kingdom of heaven” to a tiny mustard seed which grows into a large bush. The gospel would begin small and simple and spread through the world.
The Parable of the Leaven (13:33). Leaven, is another name for yeast which is used to make bread rise. When it is put in bread dough it keeps it from being flat and rises to make it fluffy. Jesus compared the “kingdom of heaven” to a little leaven which causes a whole batch of dough to rise. The message of Christ is powerful. It can start with simple obedient faith and wholly change a person. 
The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price (13:45-46). Jesus compared the “kingdom of heaven” to a merchant who was shopping for pearls. When he found one of great value, he sold all that he had to buy it. With this Jesus illustrated the value of the gospel. Eternity with God is worth any sacrifice. 
The Parable of the Dragnet (13:47-52). Finally, Jesus compared the “kingdom of heaven” to a large dragnet which caught all kinds of fish. When it was pulled to shore the good fish were kept and the bad thrown out. This refers to the power of the gospel to draw all people to Jesus. However, those who do not obey it will face punishment. 
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	32
	Isaiah 51-55
	Isaiah 56-61
	Isaiah 62-66
	Jeremiah 1-6
	Jeremiah 7-11
	Jeremiah 12-16
	Jeremiah 17-21


Study Questions
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1.  List the four types of soil in the parable of the sower along with what they represent (13:1-9):

1)


2) 


3)



4)

2.  Jesus was asked why He taught in parables (13:10-16). What did He mean by saying “it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven”?


Did others not have the ability to understand?


3.  Fill-in the blanks from Jesus’ quote from Isaiah in 13:15: “For the ________of this people have grown ______. Their _____ are _______ of hearing, and their _______ they have closed, lest they should _____ with their _____ and ______ with their _______, lest they should _________ with their ________ and turn, so that I should ______ them” (NKJV).

4.  What are some ways that “weeds” have been planted in the field of this world (13:24-30)?

5.  What are common themes in the parables of the leaven and the mustard seed (13:31-33)?
6.  What are some sacrifices that we might have to make to purchase the “pearl” of the gospel (13:45-46)?


7.  Does the parable of the dragnet show that all people will be saved (13:47-52)?



Does it show that someone who obeys the gospel is saved regardless of how they live?


Why or why not?




Key Passage: “For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand” (Matthew 13:12-14, NKJV).
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